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judgment about the issues involved. Political life is
always keener in a small community than in a huge
country whose citizens probably do not know the
faces or even the" names, much less the characters, of
most of their representatives. T^_A|henian voter
was far more at home in politics than our average
elector J One can judge his competence from tEe Ggli
level of contemporary oratory. Even If we reject the
speeches in Thucydides,1 those of Demosthenes and
others have a freedom from claptrap and mere rhetoric,
a reliance on solid and close reasoning, which are
rarely found in modern harangues to mass meetings.
Some of the greatest speeches in the world were made
in this small city. The masses at Athens had been
trained by their political system to demand what our
educated audiences expect.

This is one element in the life of every Athenian.
e^

Aristotle calls man aa political animal"; IFe words
certainly apply to his nation. And to be educated in
politics is something more than to understand the
questions which parliaments discuss: beyond the lower
levels of practical needs and immediate issues the
great peaks of religion, morals, law are revealed with
their pure air and fertilizing streams.

Then there was education of a different kind, to
whkh Pericles alludes when he says that ano other

^

is na reason to doubt T&ucydides* statement that Jm
gi?e tbe sab&taee of wHat was actuallj said,